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PROCEEDINGS 


MISSISSIPPI ANAL ONFERENCE 


The Seventy-Second Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal,Church, South, was held in Meridian, Mis- 
 sissippi, December 16th to 24th, 1885 ; Bishop Holland N. Mc Tyeire, 


D.D,, presiding. 

‘The Bishop opened the Conference at 9 a. M., by the use of Hymn 
272, by reading II Timothy, 1st chapter, and by prayer. 

The roll was “called by the Secretary of last year, and the following 
members answered to their names, or were present during the session, 
their names being recorded according to their admission, readmission 
’ or transfer into the Conference, viz: 

J. G. Jones, E. R. Strickland, J. L. Forsythe, J. A. Godfrey, R. A. Sibley, J. A. 
B. Jones, A, B. Nicholson, W. B. Hines, D. W. Dillehay, G. F. Thompson, R. 
Abbey, H. P. Lewis, J. A. Vance, W. B. Lewis, N. B. Young, C. G. Andrews, H. 
F. Johnson, L. Kendall, E. H. Mounger, I. B. Robertson, W. L. C. Hunnicutt, J. 
D. Hayes, W. E. ailard. R. B. Downer, F. M. Williams, J. A. Ellis, P. a 
J. M. Weems, W. Spillman, J. C. Brogan, T. Y. Armstrong, J. M. Gann, R. D. 
Norsworthy, C. B. Galloway, J. W. Sandeil, D. P. Bradford, J. S. Parker, D. G. 
W. Ellis, H. R. Singleton, C. F. Gillespie, J. H. Evans, J..H. Holland, C. Mc- 
Donald, P. A. Johnson, W, C. Black, J. W. Ellison, J. W. McLaurin, T. S. West, 
R. J. Jones, R. Bradley, D. C. Langford, T. B. Holloman, D. A. Little, C. D. 
Cecil, R. S. Woodward, C. A. Powell, B. F. Jones, T. C. Bradford, B. S, Rayner} 
W. W. Simmons, J. P. Drake, I. W. Cooper, H. R. Caldwell, G. Bancroft, L. 
Carley, I. L. Peebles, W. W. Cammack, J. 'T’. Nicholson, J. W. Chambers, L. P. 
. Meador. EK. F. Edgar, J. M. Pugh, N. M. Clark, A. D. Miller, W. R. Sims, L. J. 
_ Jones, J. Healey, D. F. Guice, M. A. Bell, T. W. Adams, R. F. Witt, J. W. Har- 

mon, H. W. Featherstun, H. J. Harris, A.D. McVoy, H. D. Howell, V. D. Skip- 





per, J. W. Brown, Sam. J. Cotton, H. L. Scarborough, W. W. Hopper, D. Mer- . 


chant, T. L. Mellen, M. H. Moore, B. F. Lewis, A. F. Watkins, W. G. Backus, J. 
V. Penn, F. M. Featherstun. 

Lay members from the several districts were present as follows, 
Viz: i 

G. D. Anders, N. J. Roberts, P. A. Richardson, R. Babington, A, P. Cox, J. E. 
Smith, G. W. Walker, George Harvey, W. L. Nugent, H. W. Bushman, J. L. 
Vinson, Irvin Miller, M. M.lThornton, 8. O. Brown, J. H. Warren, E. G. Mohler, 
A. M. Moore. C. R. Rencher, A. D. Gordon, G. L. Record, Thos. Reed, C. K. 
Marshall, T. A. Holloman, R. W. Millsaps. _ 


di. om Rev. J. B. McFerrin, D.D., Book Agent; Rev. D. C. gee D. 
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D., Treasurer of the Missionary Board; Rev. W. C. Dunlap, Agent 
Paine Institute, Augusta, Ga; Rev. T. A. S. Adams, D.D., Presi- 
dent of Centenary College, of Louisiana; Rev. T. Y. Ramsey, Special 
Agent Paine Institute Loan Fund, were present and addressed the 
Conference upon their respective enterprises. 

Reports from the various Conference Institutions; from our pub- 
lishing interests at Nashville; from the Wew Orleans Christian Advo- 
cate; from the Southern Quarterly Review, were read and referred to 
the appropriate committees. 

The following Standing Committees were appointed, viz: 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


On Public Worship.—J. A. Godfrey, W. C. Black, B. F. Ormond, J. C. Cavit. 

Memoirs.—S. J. Cotton, T. W. Brown, B. Jones, L. Carley, C. G. Andrews, H. 
F. Johnson, N. B. Young. 

State of the Chureh.—D. P. Bradford, oe W. Ellison, R. J. Jones, W. E. Ballard, 
T. B. Holloman, H. D. Howell, Geo. F. Thompson. 

Publishing Interests —E. H. Mounger, C, D. Cecil, R. B. Downer, A.D. MecVoy, 
R. Abbey, H. R. Caldwell, Irvin Miller. 


Bible Cause—R. Bradley, J. W. Sandell, R. Babington, J. C. Brogan, P. A. 
Johnson, J. L. Forsythe, L. P. Meador. 


Temperance.—R. S.. Woodward, P. A. Richardson, J. J. Denson, J. Weel 
Geo. Harvey, J. W. Harmon, Geo. Bancroft. 


Observance of the Sabbath.—Thos. Reed, H. C. Newsom, W. W. Simmons, C. R. 
Rencher, M. A. Bell, W. B. Hines, I. L. ‘Pechies: 


District Conference Records.—T. A. Holloman, J. W. Brown, D. A. Givens, E. G. 
Mohler, I. W. Cooper, B. F. Jones, W. M. Thornton. 


Conference Relations.—_W.W. Hurst, T. S. West, N. M. Clarke, D. C. Langford, 
H. R. Singleton, H. P. Lewis, F. M. Weatherstars 


Sunday School Board.—J. M. Weems, D. M. Rush, G. T. McGehee, C. McDon- 
ald, W. M. Thornton, H. F. Johnson, J. G. Brandenhousen, W. C. Black, T. 
Reed, J. M. Pugh, W. L. Nugent. 

Board of Church Extension—W. lL. Nugent, President; W. C. Black, Vice- 
President; E. H. Mounger, Secretary; J. A. Ellis, Treasurer; R. Babington, W. 
B. Lewis, SJ. Taylor, T. A. Holloman, L. Carley. 


Board of Education.—C. G. Andrews, President; T. L. Mellen, Vice-President; 
R. J. Jones, Secretary; J. W. Harmon, A. G. Mayers, L. P. Brown, W. B. Hines, 
R. 8. Ricketts, C. B. Galloway, H. H. Hines, T.S. West, J. P. Carter, G. H. 
Wiley, R. S. Woodward. 

Question Iirst—Who are admitted on trial ? 

Answer—-George D. Anders, Amite Circuit; Nathan J. Roberts, Amite Circuit, 
James G. Sibley, from Hattiesburg Circuit; Victor V. Boone, Sharon Circuit; 
Matthew James Miller, Trenton Circuit; Martin L. Burton, Raleigh Cireuit; 
Nolan B. Harmon, Paulding Circuit; Joshua M. Morse, DeKalb Circuit; Wil- 
liam Webb Morse, DeKalb Circuit ; Jno. W. Tinnin, Lauderdale Circuit; Al- 
bert C. Flowers, Meadville Circuit; J. Herbert Woodward, Natchez Station; 
Robert S. Gale, Mt. Olivet Circuit; Robert Sibley, Newton Circuit. 

Question Second—Who remain on triat? 


Answer—Harrison Bradford, Levi S. Jones, Jas. N. Tucker, Chas F. Smith, 
Marshall J. Marble. 


Jas. N. Newson was continued in class of first year, not being aged 
Question Third—Who are discontinued? 
Answer—None. 


% 
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K sViQuestion Fourth—Who are admitted to full connection? 
Answer—Mark H. Moore, Benjamin F. Lewis, Alex F. Watkins, Thomas L. 
Mellen, W. G. Backus. : 

Question Lyth—Who are re-admitted? 

Answer—None. 

Question Sixth—Who are reseived by transfer from other Conferences? 

Answer—None. 

Qaestion Seventh—Who are the deacons of one year? 

Answer—Jules V. Penn. 

‘The following were continued in class of the third year not being examined: 
Samuel J. Cotton, Virgil D. Skipper. J. Wilson Brown, Henry Lee Scarborough, 
Andrew D. Miller, W. R. Sims, Edward F. Edgar, Robert F. Witt, Joseph J. 
Lovett. 

Question Highth—What traveling preachers are elected deacons? 

Answer—Benjamin F, Lewis, Thomas L. Mellea. 

Question Ninth—What traveling preachers are elected deasons t 

Answer—Benjamin F. Lewis, Thomas L. Mellen. 

Question Tenth—What local preachers are elected deacons? 

Answer—Nolan B. Harmon, Aurelius P. Cox, Lyman R. Roberts. 

Question Hleventh—What local preachers are ordained deacons? 

Answer—Nolan B. Harmon, Aurelius P. Cox, Lyman R. Roberts. 

Question Twelfth—What traveling preachers are elected elders? 


Answer—D. Fernando Guice, Martin Anding Bell, James Healey, Thomas C. 


Bradford. | 
Question Thirteenth—What traveling preachers are ordained elders ? 


Answer—D. Fernando Guice, Martin Anding Bell, James Healey, Thomas C. 


Bradford. 

Question Fourteenth—What local preachers are elected elders? 

Answer-—James 8. Weems. i 

Question Fifteenth—What local preachers are ordained elders? 

Answer—James S. Weems, Charles W. Moody. 

Question Sixteenth—Who are located this year? 

Answer—James Healey, Joseph J. Lovett. 

Question Seventeenth—Who are supernumerary? 

Answer—William G, Millsaps, Jno. A. Vance, Richard Abbey. 

Question Highteenth—Who are superanuated? 

Answer—J. Lusk, J. N. Williams, E. A. Flowers, E. R. Strickland, R. A. Sibley, 
D. W. Dillehay, J. M. Gann, G. T. Vickers, J. G. Jones, Wm, Spillman, Thos. 
Y. Armstrong, Andrew B. Stewart, L. Pearce, D. Merchant, J. Nicholson, OC. F. 
Gillespie. 

Question Nineteenth—What preachers have died during the year? 

Answer—Joshua T. Heard, Mager C. Calloway, David M. Rush, J. W. Shelton, 
Gabriel Hawkins. 





Rev. Joshua T. Meard. 


On the 24th of November, 1817, in Greene county, Georgia, Joshua T. Heard 
was born. Though a child of tender sensibilities and a youth of fine moral 
character, the day of his espousal to Christ was postponed until near his ma- 
jority. He professed religion while a student at Randolph Macon College, in 
1837, and as soon as his probation ended, was appointed a class-leader. His 
conversion was vivid in its circumstances, and all through life was a bright and 
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blessed memory. He never doubted its genuiness and thoroughness. No sub- 
sequent doubts or trials ever obscured the brightness ‘and glory of that day. 
After graduation, he removed to Jackson, Miss., joined the church and was soon 
recommended for admission into the Mississippi Annual Conference. 

Bro. Heard’s call to preach was no less clear and convincing than his conver- 
sion. He heard the voice of the inaudible. His was a divine call, loud, distinct, 
authoritative—a call that he could not resist or postpone; and this gave an 
unction, earnestness and energy to his ministry that felt no flagging amid the 
weariness of advancing years. From the heart he sang with Methodism’s great 
master Of lyric poetry— 


‘** What we have seen and felt, 
With confidence we tell.” 
Every doctrine he preached had to pass the experimental test. .Joseph Cook 
is reported to have said that “‘one of the supreme proofs that a theology is 


sound is that it is preachable.’’ But he rather preached a theology because it 


was sound and in accord with his individual philosophy. He exalted the va- 
lidity of consciousness as an infallible source of knowledge, and out of his own 
rich experience reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and a judgment to 
come. 

In the fall of 1839, the Mississippi Conference met in the city of Vicksburg, 
when Joshua T. Heard and several other young men were received on trial. 
Fully consecrated to the work, and fearless of difficulties, he went forth with 
courageous zeal to preach the word. There were no reservations in his conse- 
eration; he freely gave himself and all his powers for life to the office and work 
of the ministry; and never did he regret that day. After preaching two years 
in the Mississippi Conference, he transferred to the Alabama Conference, and 
within its bounds spent the strength of his robust and noble manhocd. 

In 1842, he was stationed in Columbus, Mississippi, and having completed 


his ministerial novitiate under the old rule, was married on the 20th of Decem- _ 


ber to the godly woman who cheerfully shared his toils and trials for forty- 
three years and yet lives to cherish his precious memory. In 1843 and 1844, 
he was stationed at Eutaw; in 1845 and 1846, at Franklin street, Mobile; then 
for four years he was presiding elder of Summerfield district, when it reached 
from above Wetumpka, Ala., to Pensacola, Fla.; and thus in station, district 
and mission work, filling the most responsible and difficult positions, he labored 
with quenchless zeal and gratifying success. When the General Conference of 
1870 delimited and readjusted certain Annual Conference boundaries, he be- 
came again a member of the Mississippi Conference and remained on its effect- 
ive list to the day of his peaceful death. 

In 1871-2, 3, he was stationed in Vicksburg, and in succeeding years was 
appointed to Meridian, Brookhaven, Enterprise, Pearlington and Brandon. He 
had just returned from Conference at Yazoo City and begun his second year’s 
pastorate at Brandon, when the summons came and he entered his Master’s joy. 
His last sermon was preached in Shubuta, whither he had gone to spend his 
Christmas holidays with his daughter, and to attend to some private business. 
The subject was ‘‘ Consecration,” and most earnestly did he exhort the congre- 
gation to a higher and holier life during the coming year. Monday night he 
spent with Bro. DuBose, a few miles in the country, and arose the next morn- 


ing in usual health. In a little while, however, he felt faint, and died within an | 


hour, before medical assistance could be summoned. His death was in accord 
with his oft-repeated desire that he might ‘die in the harness’”—“‘cease at once 
to work and live.” ‘ 

Bro. Heard had a genial, emotional nature, which enabled him to carry much 
of sunshine and sympathy into his ministry. This also gave color and charac- 
ter to his preaching. He was hortatory in style rather than exegetical. For 
metaphysical definitions and discussion he had neither talent nor taste. His 
was an eminently practical mind and bent on immediate results. He excelled 
in exhortation. Seizing some salient truth, he pressed itupon the conscience of 
his congregation with an intense solicitude that often resulted in marked dem- 
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onstrations. At camp-meetings he was in demand, and was a leader of the 
Lord’s hosts. In the altar he sang, prayed and exhorted as could few men we 
ever heard. When his tremulous voice rang out above the loud chorus, leading 
some old Methodist battle-hymn, and occasionally ejaculating an ‘“‘amen!” or 
“Bless God!” the effect was often electrical. 

In public prayer he had a remarkable gift. He talked to his Lord as friend 
to friend, and there was a breadth and variety to his petitions, surcharged with 
an unction and earnestness of utterance peculiar to himself that moved with 
power vast congregations. You could but feel that he was prevailing with 
God. The soul was uplifted on the sweeping tide of his joyous faith, and 
heaven seemed in the very midst. In many pulpits where his sermons may 
be forgotten, his prayers linger in perpetual fragrance. A man of mighty 
faith was Joshua T. Heard, and he was called of God to pray. 

Bro. Heard’s genial spirit made him the friend of the young. They were 
meyer abashed in his presence, but gladly sought his company. He had a 
ringing, merry laugh, a rich fund of anecdote and a ready sympathy with 
young life that gave him access to that class in his congregations. They were 
his warm co-laborers in all church work; and at Conference and other occasions 
he was often selected to address the children. Mr. Spurgeon graphically 
describes a wooden image of St. Zeno, an ancient bishop, which stands or sits 
in a church at Verona, with knees so short that there is no lap on which a babe 
could be dandled. The great preacher, with his well-known homiletical genius, 
makes this image type a class of preachers who are incapable of being nursing 
fathers to the Lord’s little ones. No such a pastor was Joshua T. Heard; he 
loved children, and among them found many of the richest jewels of his suc- 
cessful ministry. 

He loved to devotion his brethren in the ministry. Often have we heard him 
rejoice that he had a place in such a noble band, and prayed that he might die 
in the active work. He took pride in the development of young men, and 
encouraged them in their labors. No one ever heard from him an unkind crit- 
icism of a brother itinerant, but always words of commendation and apprecia- 


tion. 


His home life was happy and beautiful. There was the most unrestrained 
intercourse, and the joy of one member of the household was the pleasure of all. 
He had the reverence of his family, without any expression of authority or aus- 
terity; and the hospitality ‘of his home was unbounded. No preacher was 
allowed to visit the community where he lived without sitting at his bountiful 
board. 

Noble life, toilsome ministry, peaceful death. We will fall miss his sunny 
face and warm hand-grasp at Conference, but his precious memory abides. In 
sure and certain hope of a blessed resurrection, we lay this flower on his hon- 
ored grave. Cras. B. Gatnoway. 


Rey. Mager Clayton Callaway. 


Mager Clayton Callaway, son of Rev. Mager L. and Malinda Callaway, was 
born in Noxubee county, Miss., October -12th, 1855. Born and reared on a 
farm he devoted his youth to agricultural pursuits. The son of Methodist 
parents, and of a family of preachers, his father being an earnest, zealous 
member of our local ministry, he was nurtured in the church, and early felt a 
call of God to preach the gospel. He joined the church at “Macedonia” in 
1868, but was not converted for several years thereafter. When the assurance 
was given that he was a child of God, it was clear and convincing. His call 
to preach was unmistakable, and seemed to have been re-authenticated every 
day of his pastoral career. To prepare himself for its sacred responsibilities 
he contended successfully against all embarassments to obtain an education. 
No sacrifice was too great, no labor too hard, in order to secure an adequate 
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equipment for his high and holy calling. To him the call to preparations 
was equally authoritative with the call to duty. Two years would possibly 
include all the time he spent in the school-room; one year at Cooper Institute 
being the longest consecutive time devoted to his scholastic training. But he 
was a diligent and thorough student, and made rapid progress. 

He was licensed to preach by the Shuqualak Quarterly Conference, North 
Mississippi Conference, in November, 1876. ‘The first and last sermons of his 
life were preached to the congregations of “Macedonia” church. He spent the 
last Sabbath of the old year at the home of his boyhood, and preached his fare- 
well sermon on earth to the people who recommended him as being worthy to 
fill the saered office. In 1870 he travelled the Westville circuit as asupply, and 
added about one hundred persons to the membership of thejchurch. In Decem- 
ber, 1870, he was admitted on trial into the Mississippi Conference, and served 
the following charges: Amite City circuit, Handsboro Mission, Spring Ridge 
circuit, and the Jackson (La.) station. 

With royal, loyal ‘heroism did he obey his Lord’s command. Laying 
aside all other plans, purposes and ambitions, he devoted himself with un- 
wearied diligence to the close of his bright young life to this one work. He 
thought and talked only of the great cause in which he was engaged. All his 
hopes in life were interwoven with the pastoral office. Every plan formed was 
with direct reference to the best interests of his ministerial work. When the 
voice of the Master was obeyed and he enlisted in His service, it was with the 
whole heart and for life. And in that fact may be discovered the secret of 
his uniform success. He was never embarrassed or handicapped by distracting 
cares and ambitions. From his first pastorate to the last beloved charge, in 
the midst of which he sweetly fell on sleep, he labored with such fidelity and 
acceptability, that his return for another year was urgently requested. He 
was in demand. Every church he served gave him up with regret, and to every 
new appointment he found a cordial welcome. 

Again, his was a cheerful ministry. He carried a bright, winning smile and 
cheery voice into every home. While preserving the dignity and gravity of his 
high calling, he was radiant and gladsome. He made the despondent hopeful, 
the cynical charitable, and the misanthropic more brotherly and kind, His par- 
ishioners said, ‘‘We always love for Brother Callaway to visit us. He makes 
us feel better.” ‘The children loved him, and the old people were fond of him 
as of their own sons. But while thus far removed from asceticism, he was 
never frivolous or foolish. His dignity of character commanded respect, while 
his cheerful, sympathetic nature won the affection—often the devotion—of his 
friends. 

Again, his was a loya! ministry. To him the call of his church was the voice 
of God. He accepted his appointments cheerfully, and went with a glad heart, 
determining to do his very best work. Without criticism or complaint 
against the constituted authorities, and never feeling himself discounted and 
afflicted, he loyally labored to build up our beloved Methodism. 

On the 2d July, 1884, he was married to Miss Celeste Lusk, of Jackson, 
Miss. Six months thereafter on the 13th of January, 1885, after an illness of 
eleven days, he fell on sleep. Several days previous he talked calmly and can 
didly about the prospects of death, to his anxious, devoted young wife, and 
expressed himself as fully ready and willing to go. Thus has passed away one 
of the rising young men of the Mississippi Conference, and if length of days 
had been granted, he would have become.a star of the first magnitude. 

Cuas. B. GaLLoway. 


Rev. David Martin Rush 


Was born in Lamar county, Alabama, January 12, 1845. His mother was a 
devoted Christian, and reared her children in the faith. At an early age her 
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son David became a memberjof the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Though 
quite young, he entered the Confederate Army as a volunteer, and gave faithful 
and efficient service to his country. The war over, he found within hima 
thirst for knowledge, and made his way to the Southern University at Greens- 
boro, Alabama, and enlisted to compass the entire curriculum. In due course 
of time he bore off the degree of Master of Arts, as a distinguished graduate. 
It would be verv difficult to find a degree that indexed as much as this one did. 
To achieve it, brain and body, ingenuity and religion, heroism and _ heart-sink- 
ings, struggles against poverty and disease, all combined, and were taxed to 
their utmost capacity. To him belonged all the credit; beginning with the 
conception of the idea-—lofty indeed from his humble and unlettered surround- 
ings, continuing through every difficult] and honest struggle, until, on Com- 
mencement Day, the acknowledged champion of/his class, he gathered his 
laurels about him with modesty, yet with the quiet assurance that he had legiti- 
mately won them. 

He was admitted on trial in the Mobile Conference, but was discontinued 
before being admitted into fall connection. In 1876 he joined the Mississippi 
Conference ‘and remained a member until his death. 


His sermons, though not remarkable for eloquence or rhetoric, were full oi . 


instruction from beginning to end. ‘The mind of the hearer was informed, and 
his soul wasfed. Precision and grammatical finish were the chief characteris- 
ties of his efforts. So familiar had he made himself with all the idioms and nice- 
ties of expression, that his tongue formed itself to accuracy, as if from first prin- 
ciples. Teaching seemed to be his natural employment; he taught in the pulpit 
as well as in the lecture room. As Tutor and Principal of the Preparatory 
Department in the Southern University he proved himself fully equal. to the 
management of that difficult place. Elected to a professorship and afterward 
to the Presidency of Centenary College of Louisiana, he, from the very first, 
cast in his lot with the fortunes of that struggling institution, and labored 
body, mind and soul for its establishment. He seemed not to regard the self- 
denying experiences of the situation, but toiled on as faithfully and cheerfully as 
if the meagre salary was an ample remuneration for his splendid talents. 
- Though he “filled the position of President but two and one-half sessions, yet 
the air of thrift which was everywhere apparent, plainly indicated that there 
was aclear head and a managing hand at the helm. 

President Rush was a man of the most thorough practicability. His exam- 
ple was a continuous illustration of the falsity of the old saying that learning 
and thrift cannot exist together. Though successful in managing his own 
finances, his money was always subject to the claims of God and humanity. 
The deserving poor rise up to call him blessed, and many a righteous cause is 
indebted to him for genorous assistance. 

Taken altozether, so, well-rounded and symmetrical a character is rarely met 
with. He seemed possessed of perfect equipoise of spirit. From a most inti- 
mate association with him for six years, one who was his confidential friend, 
testifies that he never saw him out of humor in the least, nor excited, nor off 
his guard. ‘The mastery over himself was never lost. 

His purity of character was most singularly pronounced. More than one who 
had been in the habit of.associating with himin the closest intimacy, assever- 
ate that they never heard from hima word, or saw an act which would sully the 
lips or tarnish the spirit of a maiden. 


His whole life was a struggle against disease. The body seemed too frail for 
the mind. The Damascus blade was continually wearing away the scabbard. 
Often would the weary wheels slow down, and threaten to stop altogether, but 
regimen and force of will would soon again impart the usual speed along the 
pathway of labor and achievement. The mind had won many victories over the 
body, and was only subjected to final defeat when disease attacked suddenly 
and fiercely that portion of the body where the mind held its seat. In the 
midst of usual health and in playful intercourse with loved ones, excruciating 
pain extorted the cry, “My head! my head! How can I bearit?”’ and he almost 
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immediately became unconscious. The light which so often before revealed 
relief was suddenly eclipsed ; the communion of the heroic spirit was shut off 
and the helpless body succumbed. 

He was stricken on Sabbath morning while preparing for the pulpit, hence 
he died with the harness on, with the swordin his hand, and his mind animated 
with the thoaght of leading on the embattled host. 

Blessed death for the Christian Warrior, just tolay his armour off and rest in 
heaven. C. G. ANDREWS. 


Rev. James H. Shelton. 


Rev. James H. Shelton, late a member of the Mississippi Annual Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, died at Anguilla, Sharkey county, 
Miss., February 11, 1885. He was born in the State of Georgia, in 1834, was 
reared by a pious mother, became religious at an early age, joined tne Missis- 
sippi Conference in 1852, was ordained deacon by Bishop Early in 1854, and 
elder by Bishop Pierce in 1856. His appointments from 1858 were as follows: 
1858, Duncan and Hampton’s Plantations; 1859-60, North Warren; 18612, 
Clinton; 1863-4, Chaplain to Confederate Army; 1865-6, Warren; 1867-8, 
Yazoo; 1869-’71, Wilkinson; 1872-3, Fayette; 18747, Yazoo; 1878~9, Summit; 
18801, Clover Hill; 1882-3, Rolling Fork; ,1884, Vickland and Sunflower; 
1885, superannuated. ‘fhus he was always in the active work until his last ap- 
pointment, when he was placed on the superannuated list, only about three 
months before he died. He was married December 2, 1857, to Miss 8. V. Rives, 
and was the father of several children, only two of whom survive him. One 
who knew him most intimately wrote of him: ‘No family was ever blest with 
a more tender, loving husband and father than was his.” 

Bro. Shelton was a ready and uncomplaining itinerant, accepting all his ap- 
pointments, and laboring zealously in his Master’s cause. He was aman ofa 
kindly heart, and delighted in his friends and in extending to them the hospi- 
tality of his home. He was energetic almost to a fault; did not know how to 
spare himself when duties demanded his attention. Oftentimes, though sick 
and weary, he would proceed with his labors when others less resolute would 
have resorted to rest and remedies. Bro. Shelton was useful in more ways 
than in the ministry. At the request of others he settled up estates of deceased 
relatives, and was also superintendent of public education in Sharkey county. 
But at last the weary wheels of life stand still, and he has entered into the rest 
that remaineth for the people of God. The memory of early years spent with 
him in the Master’s vineyard is very pleasant, but it is pleasanter still to look 
forward to a reunion in heaven. May the earnest prayer of his sorrowing wife 
be answered, “‘that the remaining three of us may.live for God and ‘eternity, 
so that we may make an unbroken family in the kingdom of heaven!” 

C. G. ANDREWS. 


Rey. Gabriel Hawkins, M. WD. 


Bro. Hawkins was born in Spartanburg district, S. C., November 25, 1827. 
His father, Rev. Herbert Hawkins, was a local preacher, and a son of Joshua 
Hawkins, of Virginia, and a revolutionary soldier. His mother, Mrs. Armin 
Boswell Hawkins, was the daughter of Col. Isham Foster, of Spartanburg, S. 
C., and for many years sheriff of Spartanburg district. 

While at school in his native district, Bro. Hawkins was converted and joined 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church on September 27, 1843, and was baptized by Rev. J. 
G. Landrum. In 1847 he emigrated with his parents and settled on McAbu 
Creek, in Pickens county, Ala. With the exception of two or three years given 
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to teaching his minority was spent in school and on his father’s farm. Yet 
among his earliest impressions was the conviction that he was called to preach 
the gospel. This troubled him greatly. Hedreaded the cross and the self- 
denial, and in his strife against this strong conviction of duty he went to the 
State Medical College of Georgia, where he graduated with credit to himself 
and received the degree of M. D. But he never practiced his profession. Soon 
after his return home, and while he was perfecting his arrangements to enter 
the practice of medicine, a serious illness arrested his course. This, “like the 
lightning stroke by Luther’s side,” was to him God’s warning. | He resolved, if 
spared, to heed the call.to duty and become, instead of a healer of bodies, God’s 
means of healing souls. How well and faithfully he kept this promise, his 
labors of love and sacrifice for the cause of Christ fully attest. 

Not being able to endorse close communion, Calvinism and the government 
of the Baptist church, he joined the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in 
1853, under the ministry of Revs. 8S. H. Cox and J. Belton. 

In the winter of 1854 he was received on trial in the Alabama Conference, 
at Talladega, Bishop Andrew presiding. His first work was Mt. Zion circuit, 
in the Columbus district, where he remained but one year, and one hundred 
and seventy-five souls were converted and joined the church. The next year he 
was sent to Butler circuit, in the Demopolis district, where he remained only 
one year, and there were two hundred and thirty-five conversions and additions 
to the church. At the next Conference, he was ordained deacon by Bishop 
Pierce, and was sent to Pickensville and Carrollton, where he remained for two 
years. Of this appointment he wrote: “I was horrified at the idea of being 
sent to what was called a station and at having to succeed Bro. Murrah in the 
pastorate. But good Bro. Shaeffer encouraged me to go, and we had gracious 
revivals at each church, and the present neat house of worship at Pickensville 
is the fruit of my labors.” At the close of his fourth year in the ministry he 
was ordained elder by Bishop Paine at Macon, Miss. From this Conference 
he was sent to Gaston, where he remained for two years. He was then returned 
to Butler for one year; then to Rembert Hill, one year; to Gaston, a second 
time, for three years; to Orville, one year; to Columbus circuit, for three years; 
to Fayette, two years; Havana, four years; Dayton, four years; Gaston, a third 
time, for four years, when he was transferred to the Mississippi Conference 
and spent the remainder of his useful life on the Paulding circuit. 


The ideal pastor, the faithful preacher and the universally loved friend and 


- brother, was no less lovely and beautiful in his home relations. On November 


<a 


11, 1858, he was married to Miss Martha Elizabeth Lawrence, daughter of Mr. 
H. N. Lawrence, near Crawfordville, Miss., by Rev. 8S. H. Cox. Together they 
walked in life to its close; one in thought, feeling, effort and love. By his 
thoughtful kindness, loving sympathy and willing sacrifices, our brother beau- 
tifully illustrated, as husband, the relation that exists between Christ and his 
church, loving her as his own body, wherever his wife was, was his home, his 
heart and earthly delight. And none were more blessed in the choice and com- 
forts of a companion than was he. Accepting him as an itinerant Methodist 
preacher, her life was inspired by his dsvotion to the church and made beauti- 
ful by an uncomplaining acceptance of its decrees of duty. However humble 
and unpretentious the provisions made for the temporary stay of the pastor 
and family, her happy spirit made it more than a palace to him, a home 
where every care and trial was equally shared and sweet rest from vexatious 
toil was freely given. Who can know the sorrow that fills her beart as she 
looks at the vacant chair; or, describe the feeling of loneliness as the holy day 
fades into twilight and she watches for the return of the weary one who shall 
never come again. Yet hope fades not with the departure of her loved one. 
She has laid her bleeding heart at the feet of the Master in holy resignation 
and will there await till he “come again and receive her unto himself.” 

Asa father Bro. Hawkins was gentle, affectionate, yet firm in the exercise of 
parental authority. Blessed with eleven children, four of whom preceded him 
to heaven, he recognized and obeyed the injunction to ‘command his household” 
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and to train his children in the way they should go. His success in training 
his children was a joy to himself and is an honor to them. Just before he died 
he called them to him and told them what'a comfort they had been to him and 
exhorted them to be faithful to the church and meet himin heaven. He then 
told them his work was done and his reward sure. After he had blessed each 
one and given them instructions as to how they should live and what they should 
do, he called his eldest son to him and said: “George, I have given Ira to the 
Lord for the ministry. I feel sure he will accept him, and I want him to be a 
good and faithful itinerant preacher of the gospel. I want him to take my 
place in the work and do more for the blessed Saviour than I have ever been 
able to do. And as I am yet living by faith, so I give Ira to Christ with a 
stronz confidence of his acceptance. You must educate him at Greensboro, 
Ala., so that he may be ready for the work.” Thus the strong faith that had 
supported him through life and the zeal that had inspired his efforts for the 
charch were not abated in the hour of death. His last illness was long and 
severe, but his resignation was sublime as his faith was triumphant. For thirty 
days he suffered from a complication of diseases, yet not a murmur escaped 
him. 

On Wednesday morning, May 13, 1885, at 5:30 o’clock, our brother passed 
away as gently and gloriously as falls the early sunbeams upon the face of the 
earth—aged fifty seven years, five months and twenty days. 

J. M. WEEMS. 


Bishop Linus Parker. 


It is a banediction to the living to preserve memorials of the honored dead. 
Our tributes and panegyrics add nothing to the peacefulness of their repose or 
the splendor of their coronation, but they are helpful and ennobling to us. In 
recounting their virtues and following their careers, we have born within us 
loftier aspirations and holier purposes. We want to live as they lived, and fol- 
low them as they followed Christ. 

Few spiritual lives ever awakened purer desires and emulations than Bishop 
Linus Parker. His was a cheerful, evenly flowing religion that was a perennial 
source of “pure delight” to himself, and inspired others to seek a like precious 
faith. 

Linus Parker was born near Vienna, Oneida county, New York, in 1829, and 
died at his home in New Orleans in March, 1883—living nearly fifty-six 
years. Converted in childhood and licensed to preach before attaining his 
majority, his whole life was given to the cause of God. At the age of fifteen, 
he came to New Orleans and engaged in business as aclerk. But.while indus- 
triously, conscientiously discharging his duties at the counter and desk, he felt 
that a higher service awaited him and a nobler employ demanded all his powers. 
Subsequently he entered a law-office and began preparing himself for the legal 
profession, but the call of God pursued him. At length he laid aside all pro- 
fessional and business aspirations, and gave himself for life to the work of the 
gospel ministry. And that was an entire consecration. He kept back no part 
of the price. There were no other Gods before him. From that hour to the 
beautiful, quiet afternoon, when his gentle spirit passed into the upper world, 
he labored to show himself a workman approved of God. 

Most of his ministry was spent in the city of New Orleans, where his works 
do follow him. In many respects he was a model city paster—prudent, 
painstaking, prayerful, pious. He preached a pure gospel and illustrated it by 
a pure life. 

For twelve years he was the editor of the New Orleans Christian Advocate, 
the organ of this Conference, and demonstrated the largest gifts as a religious 
writer. 

His pen had the classic grace of Addison perfumed with the devotional spirit 
of Jeremy Taylor. Many of his editorials were gems of chaste English, and 
elevated spiritual thought. In that office he won connectional fame and blessed 
multiplied thousands with “food convenient” for the soul. 
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At the General Conference in 1882, he was called to the office of a Bishop in 
the church. He shrank from its great responsibilities, but faithfully obeyed 
the call of the church which to him was the voice of God. In the midst of his 
years, after only three years of Episcopal service which prophesied a career of 
the greatest success, he fell at his post. 

To our beloved chief pastor this Conference was intimately related and most 
tenderly attached. His modest, beautiful life we will try to emulate, and his 
precious memory we will gratefully cherish. 

CHAS. B. GALLOWAY. 


Question Twentieth—Are all the preachers blameless in their life and official 
administration? 

Answer—Their names were all called over one by one and their characters 
were examined and passed. 


Question Twenty-Firsi—What is the number of local preachers and members 
in the several circuits, stations and missions of the Conference? 


Answer—Local preachers, 149; members, 27,827. 

Question Twenty-Second—How many infants have been baptized during the 
year. 

Answer—1,123. 

Question Twenty-Third—How. many adults have been baptized during the 
year? 

Answer—1,116. 

Question Twenty-Fourth—What is the number of Sunday Schools? 

Answer—311. 

Question Twenty-Ii/th—Whatis the number of Sunday School teachers? 

Answer—1,621. 

Question Twenty-Sizth—What is the number of Sunday School scholars? 

Answer—11,840. 

Question Twenty-Seventh—What amount is necessary for the superanuated 
preachers, and the widows and orphans of preachers? 

Answer—$3,250. : 

Question Twenty-Highth—What has been collected on the foregoing, and how 
has it been applied? 

Answer—§$2,637.50. See report Joint Board. 

Question Twenty-Ninth—What has been contributed for Missions? 

Answer—Foreign Missions, $4,376.31; Domestic Missions, $1,322.35; Total, 
$5,698.66. 

Question Thirtieth—What are the educational statistics? 

Answer—Centenary College, for males, chartered 1839; endowment $8,000; 
professors, 5; pupils, 74; value of, $80,000. Whitworth Female College, value, 
$70,000; professors, 17; pupils 250. Port Gibson Female College, $40,000; 
volumesin Library, 100; teachers, 6; pupils, 74. Hast Mississippi Female Col- 
lege, chartered 1872, value $20,000; large philosophical apparatus and cabinet 
of minerals; teachers, 6; pupils, 124. Woodville Female Seminary, no report. 
Kavanaugh College for Males and Females, founded 1884; value $1,500; fac- 
ulty, 6; normal graduates, 2; pupils, 125. 

Question Thirty-First—Where shall the next session of Conference be held? 

Answer—At Port Gibson. 

Question Thirty-Second—Where are the preachers stationed this year? 

Answer—See list of appointments. 


REPORT ON EDUCATION. 


The interest shown in the matter of Education by church and State 
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in this age is most gratifying. People of all grades and colors seem 
to be thoroughly alive to its necessity and importance. We regard it 
as a superfluous work to deliver a homily on this subject to a Confer- 
ence of Methodist ministers representing a constituency of Methodist 
laymen. 

Perhaps there is greater need to guard our people against the mis- 
take of emphasizing a mere intellectual education at the expense of a 
spiritual one. Enlighten the mind by all means, even up to its highest 
capacity, but be sure that the purification of the heart and the conse- 
cration of the life keep pace with it. 

Another duty we would enjoin upon our people, and that is to 
patronize our own schools. We have never been able to reconcile 
loyalty to our church with the practice of patronizing the institutions 
of other churches, especially those where our children are taught that 
ours is no true church, that our ministers have no right to dispense the 
Sacraments, that even the rites of matrimony performed by them does 
not constitute true marriage. We respectfully submit that any Meth- 
odist who continues to send his child to such a school, not only has 
not due respect for his church, but proclaims that he does not stop 
to think that he even is wanting in proper respect for himself and his 
wife. 

If Methodist people do intelligently prefer their own church, let 
them always send their children where they will be most likely to 
adopt the church of their parents. By so doing they will give their 
children that form of religion which we think furnishes the surest path 
to Heaven; they will also secure a united household, which 1s so neces. 
sary to happiness and success, and they will furthermore make our 
institutions such as to command our patronage and elicit our admira- 
tion. 

From the reports referred to us we submit the following facts with 
reference to our several institutions of learning, viz: 


CENTENARY COLLEGE OF LOUISIANA, 


Received a great shock in the sudden death of its former gifted 
president, the Rev. D. M. Rush, immediately after the adjournment 
of our last session.. For atime the unexpected removal of the skillful 
pilot left the struggling vessel to go drifting, but the Board of Trustees 
found themselves providentially and happily reheved of their difficulty 
in)se€cuning the services. of Rev. T. A.'S. Adams, D. D., of the North 
Mississippi Conference. On account of his scholarly attainments and 
his long experiences as an educator he is proclaimed to be eminently 
fitted for the presidency of the institution. His report now before us 
states that he has made improvements in the grounds at his own ex- 
pense, that the endowment scheme 1s still being prosecuted, and that 
‘af confidence and patronage be extended he proposes to bring the 
whole institution back to its former grandeur.’’ We note with pleasure 
that eleven young men are at the College preparing for the, ministry. 
The majority of these will join our Conference. By actual estimate, 
over seventeen per cent. of the members of this Conference at present, 
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have received education from Centenary College, and a number of 
others educated there have died leaving a blessed record behind them. 
These facts show how largely indebted to Centenary College, this Con- 
ference is for its laborers, and what a sacred claim she has upon the 
members of Conference for patronage and support. 

We do, therefore, commend most heartily this, our only Male Col- 
lege, to our people ; let us influence them to send their sons and wards 
there and we will have an institution of which we may justly boast. 


PORT GWBSON FEMALE COLLEGE, 
“Makes report through the President and Secretary of the Board of 
Trustees, that this institution has been in a more prosperous condition 
than at any time since the war. The officers and teachers have been 
efficient and faithful. The buildings, already valuable, have under- 
gone material improvement, adding to the capacity of the College for 
entertainment of pupils room for twenty-five additional boarders. The 
value of the property is not less than $40,000. The location is one 
of the most beautiful and healthful in the State. We recommend the 
re-appointment of Rey. T. C. Bradford to the presidency. 

WHITWORTH FEMALE COLLEGE. 

We copy from the report of the President of the Board of Trustees, 
as follows, viz: 

We take pleasure in reporting the continued success of Whitworth 
Female College, under the able management of its distinguished Presi- 
dent, Dr. H. F. Johnson, and bespeak for the College the sympathy 
and support of.this Conference. Nothing is needed beyond this as 
long as its present director is continued in office. We recommend the 
re-appointment of Dr. Johnson to the presidency. 

EAST MISSISSIPPI FEMALE COLLEGE. 

We gather from the report of the Trustees of this Institution, that 
it opened this session under most favorable auspices. The number of 
matriculates to date being 124. The College is most efficiently man- 
aged. The value of the buildings is about $18,000. The prospects 
of the institution are encouraging. We recommend that Rev. A. D, 
McVoy be re-appointed to the presidency. 

KAVANAUGH COLLEGE 
Had a prosperous session closing last June, with two normal graduates. 
The matriculation last term was 125. The Faculty number six. We 
recommend the re-appointment of Rev. H. W. Featherstun to the 
presidency. 
WOODVILLE FEMALE SEMINARY. 

Of this institution we have had no intelligence, verbal or written. 
We suggest that the pastor at Woodville and. the Presiding Elder of 
the Woodville district be requested to see that a report be made to 
each session of Conference. 

We recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 

1. That we most earnestly recommend to our pastors and people to patronize 


our own institutions, and by all means to discourage the sending of our chil- 
dren to Roman Catholic schools. 


Pl 
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2. That the Presiding Elders be instructed to secure an amount from each | 
pastoral charge equal to the assessment for the Bishops, for the purpose of 
paying the tuition of young men preparing for the ministry, and that the ap- 
propriation of this fund be under the control of the Board of Education. 

Provided, That the money shall be appropriated for the payment of tuition 
of young men from this Conference preparing for the ministry at Centenary 
College; and provided further, that if there should be a surplus of money, it may 
be appropriated to the education of young women preparing in our own female 
schools for mission work. 

C. G. ANDREWS, President. 


REPORT OF point BOARD OF FINANCE. 


To the Bishop and Members of the Missississippi Annual Conference of the M. 
EE. Church, South: 


The amount assessed against the Conference at its eet session for the Bishop’s 
Fund is $900, and for the Conference Fund $3,250. These assessments were 
apportioned as follows : 

Bishop’s Conférence 


Districts. Fund. Fund. 

RY RL INTER Eh aie os tetas 's ip el Re owe sletd Joweld. al Swe weia $ 185 00 $ 630 80 
SLACK GOR A ht) PaO Cent aE oo ss cvcu cee ew cate bh et esl alee 185 00 630 50 
SANGO i, a eats AOR EEE bila bCMacen Rt he 100 00 279 50 
PTOOKHS Velie raed oie We cs else ho wiles se hoe. ots Oe eee 145 00 =: 520 00 
Woodville..... LT OETE os ho.e 's BIC Ul bvate huss Slee eRe 100 00 403 00 
POR SIIT OTST EINU SS GER a wk cates Ste aly Man ts ee ee ee 70 00 266 50 
PGP EG eed. Ltr iooie (sa Bieals Sob va ce RRS Se eee ene aoa ae 115 00 520 00 

CROODR ates (et 0 Meter en te Sh aM é ca eae pale Feces imine ae cee $ 900 00 $3,250 00 


The receipts by the Joint Board on account of said fund from the several 
Presiding Elders’ districts, are as follows : 
Bishop’s Conference 








Districts. Fund. Fund. 
WGK BLOG fiero rise at Sete otis Rar N Tee Set 4 Boilie hd Fads jolt $ 185 00 .$ 448 55 
PET) 709 1), AUN BIA Me es ee SOR PROD SALAS, MS RIMES D4 oy a 185 00 524 50 
ROUGTIG OI Ri Me ee te ay tic aig Gio taemie te 5 Ua Aig MERRE RE ONE tte co see 94 90 180 65 
UDP OTE Ue alg edo gedAd cies etait a Miwlh pw ete a SIE say teh oc aris 145 00 461 60 
RSOEEU SE REELS ofc. Le WENN a ce blade igh Si Rahal oR eee 101 35 299 35 
eS Nee MET Ie, ld 3 ww arave laine UW ud & auateetalee tong ares wie 70 00 215 05 
yg OIL, GRO a ee aa a oy Aa ey ers en AE me vole 101 10 410 28 

READ GEL Mi eNO ENE! ins! ccs ob ae RGR Oe eS we She og $ 882 35 ” 99.557 50 


In addition to the above, the Board has received for the Conference Fund 
the following : 


NUP MEEABEM MUS UA Ch aro ote ivid Es oa’ sc, isin ELE eps cto cise ae ee ee ae $ 30 00 
Dr. Minter Bequest........ A PGS cg Un, lee A Wg Wop A gS 50 00 
Which sums added to the amounts received as above makes the total 
ALOMmerOCOIVER TOP. appoOrtiOHIMeNh eye sie ee eee ew ee ge neo 8 $ 2,637 50 
This amount has been distributed in the sums and to the persons following : 
OLAIMANT. TO WHOM HANDED, AMOUNT PAID. 
Rev. Wimsaepillman........ 5.8 BSE ole 5c n'a 75 ain 9 die dBl ig ea RRA a $ 80 50 
BCGY. J > IN WLUAIMS . Ske... es eee Weaic Donald . ;..). teem ees > 0s 80 50 
1S a ee © ie) 005 (cr BRE Se ss 5 tei 6 eto, aie 80 50 
ees). VV USA Ys is ww oo «sue BUAEL <'s .'. . Lsr oro Span ee Sa 120 75 
Rey. Joseph Nicholson............ et. J ohnson-aoeeue cet ie Rie 201 25 
Rex. . StagkIand..........00 ee BL... '. sis eee qagnetndd’ 120 75 
RéyeB. A. Flowersas. i.e. ..... 0085 ee®. FlOWOrS (isbn ose sive e's hiss 80 50 


Reve Y Ariston... .. «0 aie RR se: WMP HANG eel 6 sin ein <6: 120° 75 
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CLAIMANT. TO WHOM HANDED. ~ AMOUNT PAID. 

Rev. David Merchant............. Selitmeenemetnts: spats eae ekg 80 50 
Ree A i eOWVOTC... .. . 5 ieee. < Ls WEeIE «ale a ON hil s 95. so 0 80 50 
ives Vee, aie Linfield... ames... B., Peemmeeiniltmer sree 80 50 
Mrs. Ulysses Thompson...:....... J. OG TVaate Titi is sek viele «<5 «s 40 25 
meray Drake... . 0c tawdue ’, Aspect eho oareta te se. 80 50 
Mrs. ©. W. Calhoun’s children..... Ri DUO Gate sa citcek wer: .. 120 75 
Mirae. 3. Calhoun and 3 children... scp sae in bee slie ss 120 75 
Peet. Barrington...) anaes Wea Buea, . Seley. i os x | 80 50 
Beeomeie Berry. .....22... eee Wo Be iee a; «.. agate» ole sine ss 80 50 
PAvcme. JONCS...... 52.00.00 een TRPORELOY: plane» Aen eae) 24 « 40 25 
Mirai. Wadsworth: ........5. 6 PTAC. Adams. eames at ete o's 80 50 
Pores. Smylie. .. oes ies dees WSS pillmam:..: vmGraeee's ers. « « 4Q 25 
Pithade. H. Montgomery). .2isnewud Ss Parker stare mc. cial s ais 80 50 
pute. H. Watkins. 23): caer ee TAO gece teehee ae eT, 40 25 
Parse ve H. Johnsoml.... 2 peer TBS Robertson’ s3./2 nee 80 50 
Mrssmamuel, Dawson’. .sceseeee ee Jo. Wie BLOW «55 4) cba eee 40 25 
pirs. David, Wigging' so. 0iGeusne ss 4 De BE ROT 5a the. cine ee 80 50 
Mrg, Jesse-MeKay’ (0 2) tasteraes Joye NUORR. . .. s «Mave oe ene 80 50 
Mrs. Preston Cooper...... Se Aen ee TO WeQooper . ... . 4. Aine ae i ened 27 25 
WiPSs Bene WTR ice... cs). Od Rock enaece Jab eueroke. ... eta eae DE siet ak 54 50 
PRE EN Co- 25) arr i du eearker’... ...) ee a oO ah tales 80 50 
ETS) CMM OLIATIS yhoo. sols cue wale DLR aD ralce .... | sgReiee Sones eee 20 00 
Wr eis MUN DIOL ¢\'.0'5 5-5 6 pea ie 5 OUD eeeles pie... Pigee sii. so aes 40 25 
Wires Geaateciimore..... =. 6.esk cos J. AL VVOGIIS. 5. +.» » Sees bee £20 75 
Mrs. M. ©. Callaway and child..... Op AMOLOWS:..:.,. .. Reavantrmeue 40 25 
Nivea any ine and O Children. + oils «oe felts wee soe oo eal Moulales oc 
IME PR UMOLOOLT, | i 5. g cilale a ated Soa a ae sie hee os = Mie elas aa lee 
PMT UTIL cr 5 cso Sees Seer rw Coed! ci OE OS ancl sob ee aeUe thy i 
Miptenerat Shelton. :*.-..4:.- 5... oe MM OTP MOONO: cca ces . Poems 40 25 

OO SE 2 Og i ey eB ROA LI AS ME $ 2,637 50 


The Board reports to the Conference for adoption the following assessments 
for the support of the Bishop and Conference claimants : 


Bishop’s Conference 
Districts. Fund. — Fund. 





MICK SEKI mie... aie sone ie CERRO ey ean, Jen ere ¢ 185 00 $ 630 50 
MERON lant Pa sc Vad ee vc hee Foe Shed an ena Sil aa) dea 188 00 630 50 
STA PRC OTIS cock. Soa a) ue pai dhe pate se ogee as dae ASS GEE ee 100 00 279 50 
EVES ET ELV OUD 0. os. Soo SP ae nee ac she tres ini oat et a 145 00 . 520.00 
BU OORVL Bs ck oa 5 oille etor se eee of eet ater are, = 100 00 403 00 
POBASIIOLO!. oc.) ..< a 0's 64 adie» ee een ee RRO algo teed 70 00 266. 50 
PNET TY 6's as g oe oo wu 0 a oe anne I Re eC ge oe ea 115 00 520 00 

059 or Oe Wt) se $ 900 00 $3,250 00 


The Joint Board has duly considered the resolution signed by Brothers F. M. 
Featherstun, C. G. Andrews and R. Abbey, which looks to an increase of the 
assessment for the Conference fund, and do not recommendits adoption. On 
the assessment for the Conference year ending December 17, 1884, about 
seventy-four per cent. was collected, and on the assessment for the past Confer . 
ence year, about eighty per cent. The same result has followed every increase 
of the assessment heretofore attempted, and to adopt the resolution would 
practically result in imposing a tax directly upon the preachers themselves to 
supply the deficiency in collections from our members. Wedo not think so 
radica] a change in our usages would bring about the desired reform. Our peo- 
ple need education in giving—in systematic benevolence. The liberality of 
our preachers, even if taxed, could not be of compensating advantage to our 
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members. When we reach the point at which our entire assessment is promptly 
and willingly paid, we would feel that greater demands might be made. 

The amount collected for the Bishop’s fund has been paid to the proper parties, 
and receipts have been taken and forwarded to the Book Agent. 

We have not allowed to three of the Confrence claimants any participation 
in the fund. Two of them are not in need at this time, as we are informed. 
and the name of Mrs. R. H. Herbert has just been placed again upon the list, 
Her name was dropped because it was believed that she was, properly, a 
claimant in the fund of the North Mississippi Conference, and the Joint Board 
of Finance has recently been otherwise iinformed. Having no information 
whatever as to the whereabouts of Mrs. Herbert, the Board has been unable to 
act. 

Respectfully submitted, for the Joint Board. 
W. L. Nucunr, Secretary. 


Since the presentation of the above report there have been paid to its Treas- 
urer, the following sums of money : 





From’ Walnut Grove, Brandon) District)... . 0... la see 4 Le pe OD) 

From Colvin Bequestaddivienal: >... 6.0.0... ene es oe bi ee 30 00 

PEOM (Other (SEOUTCOS Aha ORAMNte Sy va ois sales see ee wie ae ee 13 05 
Total ieee AVI ORY S  og Se yah eg aAecia eo 5 epee . S55 55 


In the report first presented nothing was allotted to three claimants, and we 
respectfully request that the above sums, which remain in the hands of our 
Treasurer, be paid our Chairman with instructions to inquire into the necessi- 
ties of Mrs. R. H. Herbert, if living, and the other two claimants, and pay the 
same over to them if they be found in needy circumstances, and according to 
their necessities. For the Joint Board. 

W. L. Nucent, Secretary. 


REPoRT ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH. 


Your Committee report the following facts: 

First—There has been a gracious revival of religion during the past year in * 
most of the pastoral charges in our bounds, resulting in the conversion of 
many souls; and three thousand, five hundred and thirty-two have been added 
to the church, showing an increase over last year of twelve hundred and ninety- 
seven members. 

Secondly—There has been considerable advance in church and parsonage 
building and improving, showing an increase in the value of churches of fif- 
teen thousand dollars, and an increase in the value of parsonages of ,ten thou- 
sand dollars. 

We feel devoutly thankful to God for His blessings upon our labors. 

Respectfully submitted, D. P. Braprorp, Chairman. 

H. D. Howzt1, Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE SunDAY Scuoot Boarp. 


While numbers occupy a prominent place in making an estimate of the effi- 
ciency of the Sunday school work, care should be had not to rely too much upon 
this or any single line of evidence to prove to ourselves and those depending 
upon our leadership that we are filling the measure of responsibility, If our 
work at this point were for the purpose of making impressions upon the pres- 
ent alone, there might be some excuse for overlooking its details and magnify- 
ing its aggregate. But we are vot only laying the foundation upon which the 
character of the individual is to be built, but upon which the re&l church rela- 
tion must stand or fall. We therefore feel it to be a duty we owe this Confer- 
ence to call attention to the following facts, viz.: 

First—The total membership of the Church, as reported last year, was 26,530 
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—a net increase of 844 over the previous year; while the membership of Sun- 
day school scholars reported last year was only 10,705—a decrease of 28 Sun- 
day school, 79 officers and teachers, and 30 scholars, as shown by reports of 
1883 and 1884. Not only is this decrease a just cause of alarm, but as a matter 
of fact we were short in 1884, 1,033, or half as many persons connected with 
our Sunday\school as there are members of the Church. We beg the members 
of this Conference to comply with the letter of the law in the organization and 
maintenance of Sunday schools; and where uncomfortable houses of worship 
prevent such compliance, not to give themselves nor those interested any rest 
until that evil is remedied. We are the more earnest in this appeal because of 
the acknowledged fact that where the Sunday school is properly organized and 
maintained, the children and young people are most susceptible of impressions 
of the truth and make our most efficient church members. 

Second—Every agreement in favor of our distinctive organization as a 
church may, with equal force, be applied as a reason why we should use our 
own literature in our Sunday schools. Not only is it equal to the best in fact, 
but in the matter of giving expression to the peculiar|trend of thought and 
prudential economy of the church it is vastly superior to all others to us as 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. We would also call atten- 
tion to the necessity of supplying our Sunday schools with libraries; but where 
this cannot be done the deficiency may be measurably supplied by furnishing 
the Weekly Sunday Visitor Our scholars will and must read, and we owe it to 
the present and future well-being of their souls and the Church to place the best 
reading in their hands. 

Third—We deprecate the exclusive use of our Sunday school songs in the 
Sunday school, and earnestly recommend to our pastors and Sunday school 
superintendents to encourage the use of the standard hymn-book of the church 
in connection with the Sunday school song books. 

Fourth—We think the duty of contributing to the support of the church and 
its institutions should be inculcated in the minds of the |children, and would, 
therefore, most respectfully recommend to the stewards and pastors that the 
children of the Sunday school be not ignored in making provisions for the 
various collections of the church. 

In conclusion, we specially commend the practice of giving prominence each 
Sabbath to the Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer, so 
that Sunday school scholars may have them fully committed to memory. 

J. M. Wxzems, Chairman. 

S. B. Warts, Secretary. 


REPORT ON TEMPERANCE. 


We hail with satisfaction the rapid and healthy growth of the temperance 
cause in our country, and believe the time is not far distant when the whisky 
traffic will be a thing of the past. 

1. We urge upon our people organized effort for the suppression of the 
liquor traftic, and to work for such measures as promise speedy relief from the 
whisky saloon. 

2. We areopposed to any compromise or halfway measures, and believe 
Prohibition to be the only remedy, and all our efforts should be directed to 
that end, 

3. While we are the advocates of popular education, we are unalterably op- 
posed to appropriating the revenue arising from the sale of liquor to that pur- 
pose, and think that the two are incompatible and should be forever divorced. 

4. We urge upon our Legislature the importance of enacting such laws as 
will engraft upon our public school system compulsory instructions touching the 
subject of Lemperance and its relation to Hygiene and Physiology. 

5. We recommend that our publishing house at Nashville prepare and pub- 
lish for circulation, at actual cost, leaflets containing a compendium of the 
arguments in favor of Prohibition, and the abolition of the whisky saloon. 

2 
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_ 6. We rejoice to weJcome as co-laborers in the great cause of Temperance 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union and commend them for their zeal 
and activity in suppressing the evils of intemperance. 

7. As far as practicable we recommend the use of the pure unfermented 
juice of the grape for sacramental purposes. 


BisLE CAUSE. 


Merrpran, Miss., Dec. 14th, 1885. 


Your Committee on Bible Cause, beg leave to report: 

The Bible cause is of great interest to the church. The circulation of the 
Scriptures is of great importance. Therefore every preacher should see that his 
people are supplied with the word of life. In our eagerness to supply our 
people with the literature of the church, we fear that there is often neglect to 
impress upon them the importance of having and reading the word of God. 
We believe that in many places the colored people are destitute of the Holy 
Scriptures, and among some of the white people there is a felt need of proper 
sized editions of the Bible that would stimulate reading and studying of the 
Holy Scriptures. We believe that there is need of a Conference agent to sell 
Bibles and our church literature. We therefore submit the following resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved, That we request the Bishop to appoint the Rev. A. B. Nicholson to 
this work,.and that he compensated from the sales of books. 


P. A. Jounston, for Committee. 





Report ON District ConFERENCE RECORDS. 


Merripi1an, Miss. December, 1885. 


The Meridian District Record is very defective in its general make-up. We 
note there being no record of the election of a Secretary, nor of the roll of 
members in attendance. No minute is made of the adjournment of the Con- 
ference until the evening of the second day, and at the close of the session. 
This record is not signed by the President of the Conference. The record of - 
the Brandon District is neatly kept. Through some immaterial errors occur,. 
yet there is nothing worthy of note. 

It is commendable for legibility and convenience for reference. . 

The record of the Woodville District is systematically kept, but is very care- 
lessly written. 

The record of the Brookhaven District is handsomely arranged, beautifully 
written and conveniently indexed. It is slightly defaced in one or two places, 
but otherwise seemingly perfect. 

The minutes of the Vicksburg, Jackson and Sea Shore Districts have not been 
before us. 

The record of the Sea-Shore District Conference has been examined. With 
the exception of only afew immaterial errors it has been kept with care, 
neatness and propriety. Respectfully submitted, 


Txos. A. Hotnoman, Chairman. 





REPORT ON SABBATH OBSERVANCE. 


Meripran, December 18th, 1885. 
Amongst the many blessed things handed down to us by the church is that of 
Sabbath observance. Its fitness challenged the admiration of heathen celebri- 
ties, Pliny and others. Devout and earnest compliance with the sacred calm 
of this gracious season of rest throws a smile of Heaven upon this sin-burdened 
earth. Its patent is upon its face, in that, it meets a demand made by all toil- 
ing creatures. A violation of its claims calls forth from nature a loud and 
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earnest protest. The mind unassisted by frequent rest loses its freshness and 
power. The body its spring and snap, and even machinery gives away under 
ceaseless exercise. This is a generally accepted fact, and this being true, and 
there being a plain and express command as to time and manner of taking 
this rest, which bears uponit the authority of God, we conclude that men 
ought thus so observe it. 

We deeply regret that the vast petitions that went before the management of 
the yreat Exposition last winter passed unheeded. We, atleast, cleared our 
skirts. It seems to us that resolutions offered by our ecclesiastical bodies to the 
legislative bodies, asking for the enactment and execution of strict Sunday 
laws, are ignored, and repetition to be but vain. We propose instead, that we, 
collectively and individually, pray the great Head of Nations to give us power 
and might from on high to preach and teach against this monster evil, and that 
He stir up the people on this matter just as He has been and is now, moving 
upon them in the ''emperance reform. We recommend that our preachers and 
people refrain from indiscriminate visiting, and the preparing of feasts upon 
the Sabbath day. Suggesting that, if they wish to visit, they visit the sick and 
afflicted, and,if they wish to feast, that they “sit together in Heavenly places” 
and feast their souls upon the preached word of Him who has the bread of Life. 

Resolved, That our Senior presiding Bishop be requested to lay before the 
College of Bishops, at their next annual meeting, the propriety of opening our 
annual Conference on Thursday instead of Wednesday as heretofore. This in 
order to avoid Sabbath labor and travel necessary under our present plan. 

M, A. Brew, Secretary. 





ANNUAL Report oF THE Mississtppr CONFERENCE BoARD oF MISSIONS. 


The spirit of Missions is pre-eminently the “spirit of grace and of a sound 
mind.” In no other way can we so fully exhibit the spirit of the All-gracious 
One, who came to seek and save the lost, than by endeavoring like the Mission- 
ary Apostle Paul to proclaim His blessed name to the people who had not 
heard that they also might know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A sound mind dictates that the means heretofore so efficient in laying under 
contribution to our wants, bodily and mental, the wealth of other nations 
should be multiplied on every hand. The nations call for the same light of 
life that gives us health and strength and peace, with good hope of everlasting 
bliss. Heeding that call our people receive a greater answering blessing. 

How are we responding? Better than before, butnotas we ought. Our Pas- 
tors and Presiding Elders should preach more, pray more, work more, practice 
more self-denial for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom, the joy of the Holy 
Ghost. Our people should read more, hear more and give more, and thus be 
doubly blessed. 

For domestic work our Conference this year reports but $1,094.65, against 
$1,027.55 last year, an increase of only $56.50. Why this small increase, 
while our membership has greatly increased? Brethren, let this never be writ- 
ten of us again! Our competent and faithful brethren serving ten charges 
not fully self-supporting, are the sufferers by our lack of zeal in this behalf. 
For after using the little surplus of last year we shall not be able to pay in full 
theic meagre appropriations, unless some liberal soul will to-night lay an offer- 
ing on this altar of God. 

The Foreign work puts on a brighter aspect. Our Pastors have brought up 
$4,376.31 against $3,409.59 last year, anincrease of $966.72. While our noble 
_ band of women led forward by such spirits as Miss Jimmie Petty and Miss 
Annie Linfield, have greatly increased their contributions to woman’s work for 
woman. In this sister department of Mission work we recognize with joy the 
‘““sood hand of our God upon us.” New and vital interests are being aroused, 
new societies organized, and new spiritual life imparted by the reflex “grace 
for grace.” 

Brothers and sisters, let us move up and onward, the motto graven on our 
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hearts: This whole world for Jesus, ere the rising generations shall pass where 
darkness disappears in endless day. 

Respectfully submitted in behalf of the Board by 
J. P. Drake, Sec’y. 
Mensipi1an, Miss., Dec. 19, 1885. . 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE BoArp OF JDIIssrIons. 
W. L. C. Hunniovurtt, 





Dr. 
To amount of receipts and cash for Foreign Missions............. $4,376 31 

Cr. 
By amount of receipts and cash forwarded to D. C. Kelley, Treasurer$ 4,376 31 

Dr. mi 

To amount of receipts and cash for Domestic Missions.........-.. $ 1,091 05 
MPOMalance iit CReMBUr y ASeVOREA. . wc. .ule cls we we ches shee ae oe _ 167 55 
Tojone-half of anniversary collection... .. 0... 0.06002 weenie ee nme 63 75 
To amount due the treasurer to’ balance.................00cee voce 27 65 
$1,350 00 

f Or. 
By amount paid H. L. Scarborough, who served Livingston Mission..$ 150 00 
By amount paid J. Boyes, who served Pearl Mission..............-- 75 00 
By amount paid J. B. Baldwin, who served Sandersville Mission..... 150 00 
By amount paid T. J. Miller, who served Spring Cottage Mission.... 112 50 
By amount paid J. A. Vance, who served Decatur Mission........... 100 00 
By amount paid P. A. Johnston, who served Hinds Mission......... 300 00 
By amount paid J. V. Penn, who served Wesley Chapel Mission..... 150 00 
By amount paid A. F. Watkins, who served Martin Mission......... 100 00 
By amount paid J. W. McLaurin, who served Poplarville Mission... 112 50 
By amount paid B. Jones, who served Seashore Mission............ 100 00 
$1,350 00 
ASSESSMENTS FOR 1886. ca 
Foreign. Domestic. 
PCRS OIL EMI SERUCU NIB as Sis os Ze ae eh yslate grand toilets le tus $1200 $300 
PSECU MOUPMMOLTLCUOE . . 0 ss 2. Ox vals fs 4 deen pe hie ears 1000 200 
WV Mom omY MDE RII GD Ailite .... jw a hit ai igd wb» aE, vee tee 1200 300 
WN OOO MEALERCR OMNES 1... lida gcle ide ad adic, on oS we ecks 1000 200 
CRUG RIA AO LUEMO Uta Mae i. ple vices m9 nhs Te a 9!4 ie’ hee os sive Sin ve 900 oo aD 
PLE eCLOM UAE EEC GN VO iis) CAN eh sistas Ae See «4h 0:0 pk. 8 aca 900 200 
SOHO RA MOM OC ICID Sita as! ye. 4 oe -j.6c5/ mo bin, a's nips be & ace 800 180 


PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


The Committee on Publishing Interests beg leave to submit their report: 

First. We congratulate the church on the condition of the Publishing House 
at Nashville as reported by the Book Agent. Its prosperity consists not merely 
in its freedom from financial pressure, but inits ability to furnish the church a 
cheap and wholesome religious literature. Weare gladto reportthat the house 
owes nothing except a balance of a little over $120,000 of the bonds issued in 1878. 
These bonds will no doubt be taken up and cancelled long before maturity, at 
the convenience of the house. The house is not only supplying well the cur- 
rent demands of the church for religious reading, but we think itis creating, 
and. will in the future still more largely create, further demands for books, the 
supply of which will still stimulate further demand, and so on until the church 
shall be furnished, in'a goodly degree at least, with wholesome reading. 
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Second. In this connection we recommend that this Conference memoralize 
the General Conference to consider the expediency of instructing the book 
agent to provide or set apart a small section of its business for the printing 
and sale of cheap literature. This line of tracts, cards, leaflets and pamph- 
lets should be well selected as to matter, and neatly put up as to form, and 
adapted both to sale atlow prices and gratuitous distribution, and should be 
furnished to colporteurs, societies, and such other agencies as may be author- 
ized by annual Conferences at minimum cost, that is, the actual money paid 
for material and labor with no margin for use of machinery, general expenses, 
etc., and it should also be furnished on more liberal terms than books of the 
general catalocue. 

We append to this report a Memorial to the General Conference in pursu- 
ance of this subject; and recommend that it be made the duty of the delegates 
to the next General Conference from this Conference to present said memorial 
and advocate the same. 

Third. Touching the Quarterly Review of our church, published at Macon, 
Georgia, we are glad to learn that the financial condition of this enterprise is 
solid. The Rev. J. W, Hinton, D.D., is industrious and furnishes a Quarterly 
which ranks well with the first class of papers of this sort. We think the litera- 
ture of this publication fully equal to the best Quarterlies that circulate in this 
country; and we congratulate the Editor, the church and the South, that such a 
paper is the product of Southern enterprise and mainly of Southern scholar- 
ship. It is noteworthy, too, that the Review is furnished at the low price of 
$2.50 cash. 

Fourth. The Christian Advocate, published by the Publishing House, and 
edited by the Rey. O. P. Fitzgerald, D.D., we are glad to learn, holds its ad- 
vanced position well, both as to its subscription list and its literary character. 
The former is about $25,000 and the latter well up to its well known reputation. 
It ought to have a much larger subscription list. 

And here we recommend, that not only the Nashville Advocate, but all our 
church papers, should make considerable discrimination between religious and 
secular advertisements in favor of the former. The circulation of religious 
books tends to enlarge the circulation of religious newspapers; while that of 
boxes, barrels and patent medicines do not, or, at most, but very slightly. 

Fifth. The issues of our Sunday-school periodicals is exceedingly gratifying. 
In the last year more than 3%4 millions of those papers have gone out among 
our Sunday-schools and families, and as to matter and form, they are fully 
equal, if not in some respects at least superior, to any literature of the kind in 


the language. We strongly recommend their use, to the exclusion of all others. 


Sixthly. The New Orleans Christian Advocate is more closely allied to this Con- 
ference than any other of our church publications in that it is issued near to us 
and is edited by one of ourown members. Of it but little need be said to this 
body. It was spoken of in high terms of commendation by a similar commit- 
tee last year and previously. Since then we think an improvement is to be 
seen. Jn the carefully formed judgment of your committee the New Orleans 
Christian Advocate has no superior in the entire family of church weeklies of 
this whole country. We are also glad to be informed by the publishers that 
the subscription list is increasing steadily and that the mechanical part of the 
office is in excellent working condition. 

In conclusion, we think, thatif a good working system of preparing, printing 
and distributing cheap reading by our Publishing House can be judiciously 
inaugurated on liberal principles, it will tend largely to increase good reading 
among the people of all classes, and consequently enlarge our publishing inter- 


ests of all kinds. 
R. Assey, Chairman. 





REPORT OF THE BoARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION MrigsIssIPPI CONFERENCE. 


To the Members of the Mississippi Conference : 
We report that there has been a slight advance in the collections for Church 
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Extension the present year, the sum of nine hundred and ten dollars and ten 
cents having been raised, as against nine hundred dollars and forty cents last 
year. This is an era of church building in the Mississippi Conference, as well 
as elsewhere throughout the bounds of the Church, and this spirit is doubtless 
owing largely to the Church Extension movement inaugurated less than four 
years ago. — 

At our present session there were eight applications for aid, and out of the 
sum in hand, four hundred and fifty-four dollars and twenty-seven cents, we — 
have made the following appropriations: 


To the Church at Poplarville, Marion county, Miss................... $100 CO 
ToitheGhurch at Purvis: Marion county, Miss............. /swpee. - 100 00 
To the Church at Lawrence, Newton county, Miss.................... 50 00 
To the Church at Pocahontas, Hinds county, Miss..................-. 50 00 
TO<ipntrell ChurehamcouucoumtynaNliss..........04.. + os aan 50 00 
To the Church at Raymond, Hinds county, Miss....................-. 100 00 


The assessments remain the same as last year, two thousand dollars upon the 
Conference, divided as follows: . 


Do VickSbure (isirigt tanh Meee... .. ss. pe sjd sie e os oe eee pee $350 00 
To Jackson ta, eee: i oleislag sebtl «but slants OU ee 325 00 
To Meridian sare MERC R sc svc k aie ale a up we lim aie 6 ly 00 ct eee 325 00 
BE BTOOK NA VGriaee cn eo eM «Ge as. Sasa hus o's. a-5.u ois ko nd OOM aie BT ae 275 00 
To Sea Shore ee 6 Ge. iT ie Rane AMEE eh 8 aa eae td 250 00 
To Woodville Ce EMR oss.) Sleds cad bs win > Bosses ose SRE) ere 250 00 
To Brandon OE, oo. roa as Sil buat big a NIECE RTE kg Cabra 225 00 

- $2000 00 


EK. H. Mouncer, Secretary. 


MrmMBERS OF THE BOARD OF CHUROH EXTENSION, 


W. L. Nugent, President; W. C. Black, Vice-President; E. H. Mounger, Sec- 
retary; J. A. Eliis, Treasurer; W. B. Lewis, L. Carley, Robert Babington, T. A. 
Holloman, W. M. Thornton. ; 


Parnes Loan Founp. 


Resolved, That this Conference is highly gratified with the -presence of Rey. 
T. Y. Ramsey of the North Mississippi Conference, who comes among.uUs as 
the messenger from that Conference, soliciting our co-operation in raising a 
fund for Church Extension, to be called the Paine Loan Fund; and that we 
will heartily co-operate with the North ,Mississippi Conference in this under- 
taking. 

Mugsau Tasiet tro BisHop PAINE. 


H. F. Johnson announced that Rev. W. P. Barton, of the North Mississippi 
Conference, has had placed in the walls of the chapel at Vanderbilt University - 
a tablet in memory of Bishop Robert Paine, according to instructions given 
by the Mississippi and North Mississippi Conferences. 


Report No. 2 oF trHr Boarp oF HpucATION. 


We take pleasure in welcoming to our Conference the Rev. W. C. Dunlap, 
Commissioner of Paine Institute, Augusta, Ga. This Institution has been 
established for the purpose of educating colored preachers and colored teach- 
ers for the colored people. We are in hearty sympathy with the cause which 
he represents. Inasmuch as we claim that the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South has already done more than any other agency, civil or ecclesiastical, for 
the elevation and christianization of the negro race, we do still regard it to: be 
our sacred duty ‘and high privilege to bestow our labor and treasure upon this 
cause, according to our ability; therefore, be it 

Resolved, 1. That we regard Paine Institute as in part our own creature and 
as having a sacred claim upon our purses and our hearts. 
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2. That we will use diligent means to raise the $525.00 assessed as our share . 


of the amount needed “ for the firm establishment of the Paine Institute.”’ 
: C. G. ANDREWS, Pres. Board Education. 


Immediately upon the adoption of this report, Rev. Mr. Dunlap 


proceeded to represent the Paine Institute to the Conference, and suc-. 


ceeded in raising $573.00 for its benefit. 
Time Limit ro Orrice oF TRUSTEE. 


Wuereas, Under the present law of the church trustees often hold office for 
life; and 

Wuereas, It often happens that in the infancy of a church when material is 
scarce, men are elected to this office who are wholly inefficient, and who continue 
in office for years to the detriment of the church; therefore 

Resolved, That we memoralize the General Conference to so amend the law 
of the church as to affix a time limit to the office of trustee. 

W. C. BuLAox, 

J. P. Draxg, 
JAS. A. GODFREY, 
J. M. WereEms. 


Mermoriat Asour Hymn Book. 
Meripian, Miss., December 18, 1885. 


The Mississippi Conference now in session would respectfully memorialize 
the General Conference which is to meet in Richmond, Virginia, during the 
year 1886, to take such action in regard to the Hymnology of the M. KH. Church 
South, as shall prevent our Standard Hymn Book from being superseded by 
“Our New Hymn Book,” or any other abridgements or transitory musical pub- 
lications of the day. 

W. L. C. Hunniovrt, 
J. A. B. JONES, 
C. G. ANDREWS, 

s R. B. Downer. 


y 


MeEMorRIAL IN BEHALF OF INSURANCE. 


Resolved, By the Mississippi Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, [South, that the time has come when the church should consider the 
propriety of organizing for itself an Insurance Association, looking to the 
protection of its churches, school houses, colleges, parsonages, and other prop- 
erty from damage by storm and fire, at the least possible cost. 

Resolved further, That W. L. Nugent be, and he is, hereby appointed a 
commitees to memoralize the General Conference, to assemble at Richmond in 
May next, on this subject, for, and in the name of this Conference. 





GRATUITOUS CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


Wuernas, The Nashville Christian’ Advocate is the sole property of the 
church, and was founded and has been maintained, not for the realization of 
financial gains, but specially for the defense of our polity,doctrines and the 
spreading of Christian truth over the entire field of our occupancy; and 

Wuerzas, A considerable sum of money is received at the publishing house 
annually in the shape of the nett profits of the Advocate alone; therefore 
be it 

Resolved, By the Mississippi Annual Conference that we respectfully memor- 
ialize the next General Conference soon to meet in the city of Richmond, Va.,upon 
the importance of inquiring into the obligation and possible duty of said Con- 
ference to change the direction now given to said surplus earnings of the said 
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Pies may be bin pldvod't in printing and peeribading pro rata — 
il Conference, upon some plan to be fixed, as many papers as the 
sums of money so earned will pay for at the minimum cost of the: 
ng and mailing; and that said papers may be sold to the churches 
us distribution in hospitals, prisons, and among the poor, when de- 
larly in large numbers at the minimum price. But they must not. 
ted to regular subscribers, so as to diminish the profits and earnings 
paper, but when sent gratuitously, shall be sent into destitute places 
advice of the presiding elders and pastors, as may be hereafter pe 


C. K. MansHatr, 
A. ABBEY. 


CHANGE OF NAME. 


question sent down by the General Conference, ‘‘Shall the 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, be changed to . 
odist Episcopal Church in America?” was submitted by the 
yp to the Conference, and resulted—ayes, none; noes, 109. . 
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LANE INSTITUTE. ge 4 
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op Isaac Lane represented the interests fof the Lane Institute 
e the Conference, and succeeded in raising $53.50 for its benefit. 


MermoriAu on RAILROAD TRANSPORTATION. 


‘Waereas, The necessary attendance of our members upon the several Annual 
iferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, with their delegates 
d Reverend Bishops, is part of a fixed system involving considerable expense 
the said members from year to year; and 
VaEREAS, The proprietors and officers owning and controlling the great rail- 
systems in the South have uniformly shown a generous readiness, when 
alled upon, to grant a reduction on the customary price of tickets on such 
ecasions ; and 
 Wuersas, A fixed rule of uniform reduction, covering the territory of our 
Christian organization, is, for many reasons. very desirable; therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the General Conference, soon to meet in the City of Richmond, 
Va., be respectfully requested to constitute a committee to visit the Railway 
Commission, having in charge the management and regulation of the ticket 
system or department, at their annual meeting, and, if practicable, obtain a 
fixed and uniform.plan for the transportation to and from their Conferences, 
' rom time to time, of their said members, thereby saving much confusion, an- 
NO} mee and delays, and greatly facilitating the movement of the several 
parties concerned. C. K. Marswarn, 
. H. F. Jounson. 
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DFLEGATES TO GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


ERICAL—O. B. Galloway, H. F.John- Laymen—W. lL. Nugent, 8. B. Watts, 
gon, C. G. Andrews, W. C. Black. T. A. Efolloman, George Harvey. 
rsprvus—J. A. Ellis, W. L.C. Hunni- Reseryes—R. W. Millsaps, W. M. 
cutt. Thornton. . ee 


EXPeEenses oF DELEGATES TO GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


The Chairman of the Joint Board of Finance was instructed to apportion 
$250.00 among the several districts, to be collected by the preachers in are 
for defraying the expenses of the delegates to the General Conference. 


From Dr. MIntTER’s BrQusst. 
John A. Ellis reported one hundred dollars collected from the estate of Dr- 
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Minter, and delivered the money—fifty dollars to Dr. McFerrin and 
lars to the Treasurer of the Board of Finance. 


VISITING Commrrrezs. 


C. B. Galloway. 
R. J. Jones. 
WuitwortH Frmate CoLtitece, - - W. C. Black. 
Thos. Reed. 

es H. R. Singleton. 
East Mississtprr Fremate Couuezas, - D. A. Little, 
F. M. Featherstun. 
R.S. Woodward. 
I. W. Cooper. 
WoopyitLe Femaue Conmece, - - L.S. Jones. 
J. M. Pugh. 
- J. W. McLaurin. 
T. B. Holloman. 


To CENTENARY COLLEGE, - - - - 


Port Gipson FemMaute COLLEGE, . 


KavANAUGH COLLEGE, - - - - 


JoIntT BoarD OF FINANCE. 





R. 8. Woodward. T. A. Holloman. T. S. West. 

P. A. Richardson. I. W, Cooper. - W. L. Nugent. 

D. A. Little. E. G. Mohler. D. G. W. Ellis. 
W. M. Thornton. R. J. Jones. R. Babingtion. 
B. F. Jones. R. W. Millsaps. 
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MISSISSIPPI CONFERENCE APPOINTMENTS. 


WOODVILLE DISTRICT—J. A. B. JonEs, PESIDING ELDER. 


Woodville Station, T. 8S. West. 
Percy’s Creek, C. D. Cecil. 

Wilson and Centerville, P. Howard. 
North Wilkinson, N. s. Roberts. 
Aniite Circuit, G. ait Anders. 
Amite City, J. M. Pugh. ¢ 

St. Helena, J. W. Ellison. 

East Feliciana, P. A. Johnston. 
Clinton, La., L. S. Jones. 


Jackson, La., To be supplied (T. A. 8. Adams.) 

Bayou Sara, H. Bradford. ‘ 

Pipkins Chapel, N. B. Harmon. 

East Baton Rouge, D. A. Givens. 

Livingston, H. L. Scarborough. 

Pontchatoula Mission, N. B. Young. 

Woodville Female Seminary, T, W. Brown, 
Principal. 


SEA SHORE DISTRICT—B, 8S. RAYNER, PRESIDING ELDER. © 


Moss Point, R. J. Jones. 

Ocean Springs, G. F. ‘Thompson. 
Pearlington, J. D. Hays. 

Covington, J. W. Brown. 

China Grove, W. W. Simmons, M. J. Marble. 
Columbia, Rob’t 8. Gale. 

Mt. Carmel, D. F. Guice. 

Williamsburg, J. G. Sibley. 

Hattiesburg, H. J. Harris. 

Poplarville, Rob’t Selby. 


Spring Cottage, To be supplied. 

Whittington, ‘Co be supplied. 

Vancleave, T. Price. 

Augusta, Victor V. Boone, 

Americus, W. G, Backus. 

Seranton, J. W. Tinnin. 

Sea Shore, B. Jones. 

District High School at Hattiesbulll 
Sims, Principal. 
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JACKSON DISTRICT—J. A. ELuLis, PRESIDING ELDER. 


Jackson Station, C. G. Andrews. 
Madison, J. L. Forsythe. 
Sharon, J. S. Parker. 

Camden, J. W. Chambers. 
Canton Station, W. B. Lewis. 
Edwards, I. W. Cooper. 
Raymond, T. L. Mellen. 


BRANDON DISTRICT-—¥. M. 


Brandon Station, F. M. Featherstun. 

Marvin, L. P. Meador. 

Hebron, To be supplied (J. F. Robinson.) 

Trenton, A.D. Miller. 
Lake, J. W. Sandell. 

Walnut Grove, W. W. Cammack, J. A. Vanee, 
sup. 

Carthage, D. G. W, Ellis. 


Flora, M. A. Beli. 

Benton, T. W. Adams and one to be supplied. 

Mt. Olivet, 8. J. Cotton. 

Yazoo Clty Station, H. R. Singleton, R. Ab- 
bey, sup. 

Silver Creek, J. A. Newsom. 

Je Ws Lambuth, Missionary to China. 


WILLIAMS, PRESIDING ELDER. 


Hillsboro, To be supplied (by J. C. Long.) 
Fannin, N. M. Clarke. 

Shiloh, C. McDonald. 

Raleigh, J. H. Evans. 

Newton, I. L. Peebles. 

Westville, M. J. Miller. 

Morton and Forest, Geo. Bancroft. f 


MERIDIAN DISTRICT—R. D. NorswortTHy, PRESIDING ELDER. 


Meridian Station, W. C. Black. 

Meridian Circuit, L. Kendall. 

Neshoba, J. H. Holland. 

Marion, D. C. Langford. ‘ 
Enterprise and Heidleberg, D. A. Little. 
Waynesboro and State Line, W. E. Ballard. 
Sandersville, L. J. Jones. 

Vosburg, L. Carley. 

Paulding, J. C. Brogan. 


VICKSBURG DISTRICT—W. 


Vicksburg Station, R. 8. Woodward. 

Utica, C. A. Powell. 

Fayette, J. P. Drake. 

Washington, A. C. Flowers. 

Natchez, Jefferson Street, E. H. Mounger. 
Natchez, Wesley Chapel. "J. V. Penn. 
Warren, "R. Bradley, J. Herbert Woodward. 


BROOKHAVEN DISTRICT—J. 


Brookhaven Station, C. B. Galloway, W. G. 
Millsaps, Sup. 

Summit, J. W. Harmon, 

McComb City, J. W. McLaurin. 

Adams and Bogue Chitto, B. F. Lewis. 

Wesson and Beauregard, B. F. Jones. 

Providence, R. B. Downer. 

Hazlehurst, J.T. Nicholson. 

Terry, J. N. Tucker. 


Shubuta, E. F. Edgar. 

Winchester, Joshua M. Morse. 

DeSoto and Clarke, J. A. Godfrey. . 
Energy and Camp Ground, W. W. Morse. 
Lauderdale, H. P. Lewis. 

DeKalb, R. F Witt. 

Chickasaha, To be supplied. 

East Miss. F. College, A. D. McVoy. 


L. C. HUNNICUTT, PRESIDING ELDER. 


Mayersville, M. H. Moore. 

Deer Creek, W. W. Hurst. 

Rocky Springs, H. D. Howell. 

Port Gibson Station, D. P. Bradford. 
Martin, Alex. F. Watkins! 

Meadville, V. D. Skipper. 

Port Gibson F. College, T. C. Bradford, cae 


M. WeEuMS, PRESIDING ELDER. 


Crystal Springs Station, T. B. Holloman. 
Spring Ridge, H. R. Caldwell. 4 
Scotland, W. B. Hines. 

Bayou Pierre, M. D. Burton. 

Brandywine, I. B. Robertson. 

Whitworth I’. College, H. F.*Johnson, Prest. 
Kavanaugh College, H. W. Featherstun. 
Christian. Advocate, C. B. Gatloway, Editor. 
A. B. Nicholson, agt. American Bible Society. 


TRANSFERRED—F. D. Pitts, to North Texas Conference; W. W. Hopper, to East Texas, 
and appointed to Nacogdoches; C.F. Smith, to East Texas, and appointed to San Augustine. 
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Value of Churches...... 
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Churches. 


Church Papers Taken..... 
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Port GIBSON FEMALE COLLEGE, 
PORT GIBSON, MIss. 0 '9 


A prominent and scholarly member of the Mississippi Gouterenes writes: 


“To no school, North or South, would I rather commit the training of our 
daughters.”’ 


Unsurpassed Facilities for Female Hig cantaye 


are oF TracHERS—Full, Competent, Experienced. 
BUILDINGS OF Brrox—Large and Commodious. . 


Grounps—Beautiful, ample and splendidly adapted to pleasant 


Ae 

. and healthful recreation. CHE Aaa Bey . ie ‘ 
Musto a specialty. Y st 
Dress—None but plain allowed. — i oa i 


“Trnms—No better can be made elsewhere. 
For Catalogue address, 


Rev. T. C. BRADFORD, President. 


MG, b.OLNSIIL GE, 


JACKSON, TENNESSEE. 














Tue Forty-First Cotieciatr Yrear begins September Ist, 1885, with addi- 
tional Buildings and increased advantages. For fullinforma- |. - 
tion, address Prof. G. C. Jonzs, M. A., or the President, 


A. W. JONES, De D. 


KAVANAUGEH COLLEGE, 
HOLMESVILLE, PIKE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI. 


(TEN Mites East oF MAGNOLIA.) 
A HIGH GRADE MALE AND FEMALE COLLEGE LOCATED IN THE COUNTRY, 
LOCATION HEALTLY! SITUATION BEAUTIFUL! | 
»Matriculation during First Term,—One Hyndred and Twenty-Five. 
GRADE HIGH! RATES LOW! INSTRUCTION THOROUGH! 
RATES PER MONTH. 




















Board,including washing,lights and fuel. #10 GONE Vocal Musie:in class... .iic....-.-..sssaeucnanane 1 00 

Tuition in Collegiate Department...... #.. 3 00° Voval Music in Solo singing............c... 4°00 

Tuition in Intermediate Department.. 200 Pencil Drawing, Collegiate Department. . sd 09. 

Tuition in Primary Department............ 100 Pencil Drawing, Intermediate Depart- © 

NGC ITCIL coe echcsensleness ose serice3 «- 0 eee neeengeee manta 2 00 TEMG oo... ... coset ennecenneeeoeensnssscevonedtlore 50 : 
Music on Piano or Organ....2... 2.0. pisecsnss OO CTA YOMG ce ge. a osn a navwge ohaacrcnspnosnaeesoanisnisdmnae td 3 00 ; 
Use of instrument for ‘practice.. Dene Pelee OU Coane HINGT TOP, 8 IS wesc cet eciewcestcapeenismeeaians eve 4 00 ‘ 


The College may be easily reached from Magnolia. ; 
if you | think of sending S.your child, write at once to ; 3 Sas 
eg i. WALTER PRA A'THERSTUN, President, 
: SS pare Wolmesville, Riss. 
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THE 


NEW ORLEANS WEEKLY PIGAYINE, 


aes ENLARGED AND IMPROVED. 





PRINTED ON. THE NEW HOB PERFECTING PRESS. 
: aes : THE CHEAPEST, BIGGEST AND BEST 


wig PUBLISHED IN THE SOUTH. 


x 


oS 16 Pages---112 Columns---Each Week. 


—_——_ 


Filled to the brim with choice original and selected sketches, stories, poems, 
and bright miscellaneous matter. 


Every number—issued on Thursdays, so as to reach subscribers for Sunday 
reading—contains also an epitome of the news of the week, editorials on events 
of the day, the latest market reports, agricultural, industrial and home talk, 

. and everything that goes to made up a first-class weekly newspaper for home 
vie and fireside reading. ; 


TO ANY FAMILY 17 18 WORTH FIVE TIMES THE PRIGE CHARGED FOR If. 


os 


a : ra 

Be. AN ALMANAC | 

Containing twenty-six beautiful illustrations, and much valuable information, 
“sent free to every subscriber. 





TERMs—Cash in oe Year, gi. 5Q; Six Months, 75 cents, For 
subscription or ‘sample copies, address TE eR ee Pats ; 


*  - NICHOLSON & CO... 


Publishers and Proprietors Weekly Picayune, Bs: 
NEW ORLEANS. 








ds ie 74... SUPERICR INSTRUCTION IN 
| ANCIENT AND- MODERN LANGUES. Bey ) 


-LISH «ni EO eheage MATHEMATIC 
MUSIC AND ART, 


AT VERY Low Rates! é pe 
BOARDING DEPA RTMENT HOMBLI 4 ‘ 


PUPILS HAVE e000 FARE AND ARE WEL L CARED FOR] 
For Catalogue, Address, Rev. HF. JOHNSON, D. aoe 


ae See ae 2 ee 5 a aE es LN a 
< es Merrill on ah a ae ME, ds ee ci 
Pat om = : if mS 4 : ti i igs i 
Pe teehee ees ene ihre wae BS Et eh re ae eee St Se Se 
- rN Ea, a KE AS a SB AN A M.D ee d o = = 2 
mie = ‘ ; a $ ar 7 2 _ 
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. e, > ely =e Mo a « e Pa ae 
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- Se 1 k ne SS E 


aise in ; 








1861 6 eae. ) 1886 | 


a ORLEANS CHRISTIAN ACA, 


THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE 


* ouisiam, Mississippi and North Mississippi cone Bs 
| METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SOUTH. | 


ee | ENTERING UPON ITS 36rx YEAR. oe 2 ee 
. WEEKLY FAMILY N EWSPAPER, » 
_ OOMPLETE AND CUMPREHENSIVE, EDITED BY De 
REV. CHAS. B. GALLOWAY, 2D. D. 
Hela he . _. Sample Copies snd Advertising Rates furnished on application to. 
( (CARVER & JAMIESON, PUBLISHERS, - : 
‘12 CAMP STREET, a NEW ORLEANS, LA. | 
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